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Creative thinking 


1 invite everyone who opposes hate 
crimes legislation to do a little creative 
thinking, 

Imagine that a home down the street 
gets vandalized. You would probably be 
upset, frightened and angry that it hap- 
pened so close. Now imagine that you 
are black, Jewish, gay, Mormon or any 
other group imaginable, that the owners 
of the house struck are the only other 
people in the neighborhood who belor 
to your group and the vandalism con. 
tained specific symbols or words that 
threatened your neighbors because they 
belong to that group. 

Will you feel more upset, frightened 
and angry than in the first scenario? | 
sure would. ‘ 

Those of us who support hate crimes 
jaws aren't trying to form a “thought 
police” to protect a few groups. We sim 
ily understand that ahate crime is more 
than just vandalism, tobbery, assault or 
Murder. It is also an attempt to terror 
ive, intimidate and provoke everybody 
Who belongs to the same group. Because 
tate crimes affect more people thar 
direct victims, they also should have 
stiffer penalties. 


JON Minget 


We appear evil 


A bubble of interest seems to be oc 
wurring on the Web: Google recently had 
460,000 hits for “depleted uranium” all 
within a 24-hour period. I've been fol 
lowing reports of the United States’ use 
df depleted uranium ammunition over 
the past couple of days on the Web. 

Our use of this poison has hurt our 
troops and the people of Iraq and Koso 
Vo. It appears that thousands of tons of 
this very dense material were used in 
the Gulf War of 1991. It was used in Kos- 
dvo and again in Iraq. It is radioactive 
and remains dangerous virtually forev 
dr, longer than man has walked on 
Barth, Its most horrible effects appear 
ot from cancer, but in human fetuses 

We have been terrified by the 
thought of some terrorist setting off a 
dirty bomb and poisoning a U.S. city 
Meanwhile we have spread radioactive 
Uranium all over Iraq. Who answers to 
the Iraqi mothers whose babies cannot 
live, poisoned in their wombs by dust or 
vapor from uranium. The earth, air and 
Water in Iraq has been contaminated by 
our use of depleted uranium munitions. 
We would call ita war crime if someone 
else did it. We've sunk to the level of our 
ulversaries the terrorists, 

The radiation dangers are long-term 
affects, In the short term, the attack on 
Fallujah during Ramadan is just the 
perfect recruitment device for future 
tbrrorists. We do appear evil 


Sreve WORCESTER 
Salt Lake City 


Right to assemble 


1 am shocked and appalled that stu 
dents at Salt Lake City East and West 
High schools will be treated as truants 
for missing school to support their po- 
tical views. It's no wonder that politics 
h Utah are so terribly one-sided. Dis 
couragement from being politically ac 
ve is actually a result of school policy 
Furthermore, why bother to teach stu 
dents about American government in 
high schoo! if you're going to deny their 
thost basic right to assemble? 


Trmorny WINCHESTER 
Ephraim 
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Don't do the crime 


After seeing a family picture with the 
sentenced Weldon Angelos with his two 
young sons, I have no sympathy for him, 
only his children who won't be seeing 
their father for a very long time. 

The length of his sentence should not 
be reduced. Weldon Angelos knew the 
consequences of committing an illegal 
act, which would include jail time and 
or fines, The magnitude of the sentence 
is Irrelevant. He should not have com 
mitted the crime if he didn’t want to do 
the time — period. 

I'm sick of hearing about how unfair 
his sentence is. This country has a ma 
jor illegal-drug problem and his sen: 
tence should be a deterrent to those who 
are committing, or thinking of commit 
ting, the same crimes he did, He should 
have visualized his. children’s faces 
when he decided to exchange drugs for 
money 


Steve SMITHSON 
Salt Lake City 


‘The New West economy 


In his summary of the dilemma we 
urban and rural Westerners , Jim 
Stiles (“Can the West be one?” Tribune, 
Nov. 4) captured the endless ironies and 
arrived, with wit and grace, at the only 
possible conclusion: We desperately 
need dialogue. 

One old and inaccurate assumption 
slipped in to his text, however. Stiles 
wrote: “Rural Americans live in small 
towns, and the core of their economies is 
extractive ranching, mining, tim: 
ber. 

The innovative economists at The 
Sonoran Institute (http:// 
WWwW.sonoran.org) have shown that 
this is no longer true, Traditional ex 
tractive activities in the rural West ac- 
counted for only 8 percent of the econ: 
omy in 2000. Over the past 30 years, ser- 
vices and professions have created 
essentially all new jobs, from fast-food 
workers to lawyers. The fastest growing 
contributions to the rural economy 
come from these service jobs and non- 
labor income. Relying on the traditional 
extractive economy is negatively corre- 
lated with personal income growth. 

The New West economy is replacing 
the Old West economy. All of us hope to 
preserve the best of Old West rural cul- 
ture and not turn every small town into 
suburbia. The only way we will accom- 
plish this is to heed Jim Stiles and to 
begin to talk with each other, working to 
create inclusive, comprehensive com- 
munity plans before an unplanned fu- 
ture homogenizes every small town in 
the West we love. 


STEPHEN TRIMBLE 
Salt Lake City 


French self-esteem 


I see that French President Jacques 
Chirac blew over to London recently to 
blast the war in Iraq. Again! And earlier 
this month he snubbed Iraqi Prime 
Minister Ayad Allawi’s photo-op with 
the rest of the European Union gang. 

What's with these guys? Could it be 
that their history — from getting tossed 
out of Algeria a couple of decades ago, to 
their surrender at Dien Bien Phu in 
1954, to their World War II capitulation 
to the Nazis and subsequent rescue by 
Allied forces, all the way back to Well 
ington’s 1815 humiliation of Napoleon at 
Waterloo — has reduced their national 
psyche to one of envy, insecurity and 
low self-esteem? Is that why they're al- 
ways cozying up to past mortal enemies 
like Germany and Russia? And does it 
explain their irrational need to gain a 
footing on the world stage, at any cost, 
only to find out that when they do, the 
play is a comedy? 

Perhaps. But all the same, Vive la 
France, and if they'll just go back to do- 
ing what they do best making fine 
wines and delectable cheeses — maybe 
we'll still respect them in the morning. 


Bit. PETERSEN 
Sundy 


Moral values 


It seems that more people voted their 
moral values in the recent election than 
at any other time in our history, It also 
seems that these moral values are pri- 
marily concerned with marriage and 
with the legal status of the oocyte and 
the fetus. 

Where are the moral values for the 
more than 9,000 injuries (many with the 
loss of arms, legs and/or sight) a 
more than 1,100 deaths of our 
men and women in Iraq? As Golda Meir 
said, “A leader who doesn’t hesitate be- 
fore he sends his nation to battle is not 
fit to be a leader. 


PAULINE CROWTHER 
Salt Lake City 


Initiative sent message 

We have a lot to learn from Initiative 
1, the statewide effort to invest in pre- 
serving our watersheds, wildlife, parks 
and open space. While it didn't pass, 
Initiative 1 did beat formidable odds 
(only 18 initiative petitions have made it 
to the ballot since 1915, and only four of 
these have been successful), More than 
370,000 Utahns voted yes, and many of 
those who voted no likely opposed the 
initiative’s structure, but not its intent. 

Initiative 1 has sent a clear message 
to our political leaders that more needs 
to be done. The Nature Conservancy has 
played a-significant role in this effort 
Over the past 20 years, the Conservancy 
has helped preserve more than 900,000 
acres of critical wildlife habitat, natural 
areas and open space for future genera 
tions of Utahns to enjoy. But private ef- 
forts alone will never meet the conser- 
vation challenge posed by Utah's 1 mil- 
lion more residents expected by 2020, 
Additional public funding is needed to 
plan for growth and preserve our natu- 
ral heritage, before Utah turns into an- 
other Los Angeles. 

We hope legislators will take the les- 
sons of Initiative 1 to heart. Now that 
370,000 of us have spoken, the future of 
Utah's lands and waters rests squarely 
in their hands. 


Dave Livermore 
Uran Stare Drtecron 
Tae NATURE Conservancy 
Salt Lake City 
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Never forget Margaret Hassan’s witness 


Margaret Hassan is a woman who touched my life, and haunts me in 
aptivity by terrorists in Iraq, I have dreaded | 
receiving the report of her end, knowing deep down that it would probably 
come and that nothing whatever could prepare me for it 

I have asked myself why. Why in the midst ofa war that has left tens of 
thousands of soldiers, innocents and prisoners dead, maimed, mentally 
damaged, homeless and without work 
why is it Margaret's captivity and death 
that has left me in a despair 1 knew in advance that I would feel? 
she was a woman, a Westerner, an inno- 
centor as head of CARE in Iraq, a tireless worker for those in need, Surely 
all of this is part of it. Yet somewhere in my soul I longed for her protec- | 
tion, for the protection of whatever w 
small) in the context of so much evil. While she lived, it was as though 
hands were cupped around the light of a candle, as though “darkness did 


her death r since her 


ful disrepute all over the world 


It isn't a simple thing — th: 


not overcome it” (John 1:5). 


Somehow statistics, even big numbers, do not affect me as much as the 
ve, of one who probably never wanted to appear 
on TV all over the world, for any reason, but rather simply to continue her 
work. She looked at suffering every day; she touched it with steadfast 
goodness; she resisted the menacing darkness all around her, whether 
Saddam's of that in which we are complicit. She died resisting is My we 
never forget her witness, her name, her face, her goodness, For if we do, 


single name, the single 


then we, too, are lost 


Diminishing returns 

I don’t get the economic reasoning 
that seems prevalent among disaffected 
Democrats. A president has very little to 
do with the economy. The Federal Re 
serve Bank chairman has the most.in- 
fluence, and Congress is next. All a 
president can do is ask. Congress holds 
the purse strings and is therefore col- 
lectively more responsible. 

Next, economic policies undertaken 
can take considerable time to ripple 
through the economy, though not the 
projections based on them. Graft and 
low corporate ethics — along with 9-11 

yielded the downturn in the economy 
that Bush inherited. But it was that 
counterfeit prosperity during the 
Clinton years that created so many jobs, 
increased tax revenues dramatically 
and generated a windfall, changing 
large projected deficits to huge sur- 
pluses in a matter of months. With all 
due respect to Mr. Clinton, it had abso- 
lutely nothing to do with him or his 
policies. 

Finally, anyone familiar with eco- 
homics can attest that government defi 
cit spending is not like household deficit 
spending, for similar reasons, that re- 
ducing taxes can actually increase rev. 
enue. These ideas may seem counterin: 
tuitive, yet they represent principles of 
economics regarding the very unique 
part that governmentplays in the over- 
all economy. 

If Democrats continue to insist on 
such issues upon which to base their 
campaigns, they will likely continue to 
experience diminishing returns. 


NoEL L. STANFORD Oveson 
Orem 


Getlost, Molly 


It’s hard to believe that The Tribune 
continues to print articles by Molly 
Ivins. All this columnist does is write 
negative things concerning Bush and 
his administration, Doesn't she realize 
Bush was elected our president for the 
second term? I don’t read her articles 
anymore, but just scan the big print to 
know she is negative about something. 
Please tell her to get lost. Find a colum- 
nist who is more objective. 


Jt DÜBLINSKI 
Salt Lake City 
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Eriscopar Bistor or Ufan 
Salt Lake City 


Good riddance 


Shame on The Tribune for using the 
front page two days in a row for a story 
of convicted felon Weldon Angelos (Nov. 
17 and 18), This should have been buried 
in the back pages, Couldn't this space 
have been used for an article about a 
fallen soldier's grieving family instead 
of a drug dealer and his sentence? Is this 
guy a hero? I don't think so. 

Shame on U.S. District Judge Paul 
Cassell for his thoughts of too hard a 
sentence. This guy is a drug dealer. He 
carried a gun on several occasions, To 
what purpose? To kill someone? We 
must be willing to pay for our actions. 

The family argues that he is a good 
father. Let's see now, he is a good father, 
dope and carries a gun. Get real! 
Well, I say good riddance to a gun- 
carrying dope dealer, 


Jonn R. Clark 
Salt Lake City 


Vote was a mistake 


Years from now, Utahns who voted 
against Initiative 1 will realize their 
mistake. As time goes by and the Wa- 
satch Front becomes more and more 
clogged, over-developed and polluted, 
people will fondly remember the days 
when every square inch of ground was 
not covered by some kind of man-made 
structure. 

The voters are very good at ignoring 
the fact that Utah is one of the most 
highly urbanized states, with the vast 
majority of its population concentrated 
along a narrow, north-south corridor, 
The desirable land to develop will 
quickly disappear, and the Wasatch 
Front's quality of life will erode, just as 
its air quality has, 

What would have been the cost: of 
Initiative 1? Up to $150 million, perhaps 
an extra $14 per household per year? 
When compared against other state 
budget items, that is a paltry cost. Can 
we expect or assume that the 
Republican-controlled Utah Legislature 
will ever pass any legislation like thison 
its own, as Initiative 1 detractors haye 
intimated? That isan extremely unreal- 
isti¢expectation. 


Ron Weares 
Bountiful 
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